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AnEP1$STLE of Information, Exhortation, 
and Conſolation to all fuch as are diſtinguiſhed 
' by Names of Reproach, Cc» 


O all the Children of God, through Faith and 
Obedience of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, of 
# what SeRt, and by what Name ſoever, diſ- 
graced, dignified, or diſtinguiſhed ; Grace, 
Os Mercy and Peace from God our Father, and 
$403 the Lord Jeſus ; With all Spiritual Wiſdom, 
& & Strength, Valour, Stability, Patience, Self- 
denyal, &c. to you be continued, multiplied and encreaſed ; 
that as on the one hand the Nobleneſs of our Extra&tion, an 
moſt Magnificent Poſleſhon, and yer greater and far more ad- 
mirable Right in Reverhon,may make us elevate our Minds in 
the higheſt Region,above thar groſs and earthly Body, that the 
black Monarchy of the Prince of Darkneſs is erected in, & the 
or blind World is benighted with, and captivated by, ſcorn- 
ing and utterly contemning thoſe eanhly Pleaſures and faint 
Conceptions the Earthly Mind is formung to it ſelf, to take 
Comfort from, that ſhall ſhortly be ingloriouſly daſh'd and 
precipited, being Expiring Glories ; whillt we, moving in our 
own Sphear, beyond and above their Region, may be without 
fear of being Lec by their faint Oppoſition, go ſately on from 
ſtrength to ſtrength, till we all appear before owr God in Sion, 

Yet on the other hand, Contidering, how unworthily we 
have walk'd of this Vocation, and unſutable to this Profethon, 
and unbeſeeming the Children of (o high a Father, and Heirs 
of ſuch a Glory, though we were taken from Priſon, Death and 
Condemnation, and raiſed undeſervedly to ſuch an Eternal 
weight of Glory , yet have we grieved the Spirit of our God, 
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by-our eſtrayings from him ; from the fight of which ( which 
I ſhall in a few words preſent to my ſelf and you ) ſhame, ſor- 
row and confuſion of face lies before us ; yet through a right 
uſe of it, we may be bettered by it, when we have ſeen it, and 
have ſmarted for it. 

1, Whata deal of Ruſt, Droſs, and Corrupted matter hath 
contracted it ſe'f to us, by our Motion through various Di:pen- 
ſations, even to the provoking of the Lord to ariſe, and ſhew 
his Diſpleaſure againſt us, by the Symptoms of ſome (traits ap- 
prozching near us, that are the beſt and only Remedies for us, 
as of old, when /ſrae! was in a waſte howling Wilderneſs, in a 
Lind of Deſarts and Pits, and the ſhadow of Death, ſhe was 
then Holineſs to the Lord; but when to crown all their Suffer- 
ings wich fignal Mercies, the Lord brought them into Houſes 
that they did not build,and Vineyards that they did not plant, 
how quickly was thoſe occafhons of Praiſe, turned into a dread- 
ful Apoſtacy from the Father of thoſe Mercies ? Shall we need 
to parallel our Conditions, our Former Egyptian ſlavery, with 
God's eminent Deliverance, by the out-ltretched Arm of his 
Power and Providence,wich our yearnings of Spirit then after 
him 1s - memorable ? and for our after-declinations,we may 
it's probable, have ir ſo legible, that we may run and read our 
Sin1n our Pumſhment : There is a Judgment begun, and it will 
20 round ; the Furnace is preparing, and that Fire therein will 
be that Proving , that will manifeſt the Verity of each man's 
building , only the Refined Gold will remain , and it's the 
Droſs alone we ſhall loſe, and by that Loſs become Rich ; 
though the Sinners in $0» be afraid, and fearfylnels ſurpriſing 
the hearts of the Hypoctites ; our number being racks leſ- 
ſened, and much of « 31 bulk we made a ſhew of in our ſelves 
being coniumed, yer ſhall we be not thereby weakned ; But 
Oh how mighty ! Oh how great ! Oh how ſtrong ſhall we be 
by that Lois, that Lictle, and thoſe Few that will be left, 
Banding by itſelf, will exceedeven it ſelf as it ſtood in com- 
mon With the reſt > why ther. ſhould we ſtand afraid of that 
Poverty by which we become rich, or that Loſs by which we 
get gain ? 

2. What. a Stir and Commotion, and Hutli-butly hath _ 

raiſed, 
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raiſed in our Souls ? partly by falſe and contrary Intereſts we 
had eſpouſed to our ſelves, partly by our various ExpeQati- 
ons, Helps and Reliefs, toſecure them to us ( having plodded 
on in a heartleſs, lifeleſs Profefſion, in conjunction with a vi- 
eorous purſuit after, overtaking of, and being poſſeſled with 

eſt,as we thought,in the World) running in the way of Egypt, 
after Aſker and Jareb, putting Confidence in an Aim of Fleth, 
ſaying to the work of our hands, Ye are our gods, when in Re- 
turning and in Reft we ſhould have been ſaved, Quietnels 
and Conhidence ſhould have been our $:rength, but we would 
not, &c, Therefore are we like to be left as a Beacon on the 
top or; the Mountain, our way hedged up with Thorns that we 
may no more find thoſe Paths, bur reduced into-the Wilder- 
neſs, a place of Deſarts, Pits, Drought, and ſhadow of Death ; 
that neceſſity and want of what we would have enjoyed, 
might we had our wills, may inforce us with the proud Pro- 
digal, to return to our Father, thankfully accepting what we 
formerly lightly eſteemed, which his ever-to-be-magnified 
Grace (till holds forth tous, which now we begin to experi- 
ence the worth of, the Commotions in our Souls being (tilled, 
and our prodigal Expe&ations come to nought, that tormerly 
ſo clamored in our Souls, that the Voice of the Lord could not 
be heard. - Oh how attentive, watchful and diligent are we 
nov, for Which formerly we took little notice of, how, home, 
direct and facile js 1is entrance ! Now, ſpeak Lord, ſaith the 
Soul, and I will hear; appear, and I am ready ; lead, and 1 
will follow ; command, and I will obey : wee'l never ſay 
more to the works of our hands, Ye are our gods ; forin Thee 
alone the Fatherleis findeth Mercy. 

3. What a large meaiure of Light, Time, Peace and Li- 
berty have we had from the Lord, beyond what former Times, 
and, it may be, latter ſhall enjoy, whereby through the fai.h- 
ful Improvement of which, what manner of Perſons mighi we 
have been, not only in our own inward Injoyments and Fel- 
lowſhips, bur alſo ro the poor, blind World,captivace*. by the 
Devil ; as alſo to thoſe who hang in the Birth betwixc eaven 
and Hell, that ſee but like the half-cured Blind-man, Men 
like Trees, that fain would move toward $:0, but through the 
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weakneſs of their ſight, the falſe Repreſentations of the Devil 
together with the Duſt we by our Contentions have raiſed,and 
darkned the way with, that he knows not how hardly to ſet one 
foot forward, in order thereto. 

And yet, Oh how too truly may we behold how we have hid 
our Talent in a Napkin, put our Light under a Buſhel, whilſt 
we induſtriouſly imployed our Wit andearthly Mind in making 
proviſion for the Fleſh, merchandizing with the Commodities 
of this Life, or elſe either exercifing them in ſuch a cold fro- 
zen, heartleſs, lifeleſs, —_— manner, that we have nei- 
ther felt, taſted, nor experienced that Strength, /Life, Health 
and Nouriſhment we might have done, nor by Example, Do- 
&rine and Converſation, &c. have we ſet others ſo much as 
we might have done in the way thereto ; or, which is worſe, 
than if we had been born dumb, We have by our time, Light, 
Knowledge,c#c. but for the moſt part got ſuch an opinionative 
Profethon, centring in certain external Inſtitutions ( being 
by Chriſt appointed not for Reſt but Motion) which, although 
ſome of which was perſpicuous enough in the word, yet others 
being of doubtful Interpretation, have (in the way that ſome 
have practiſed them ) tound ſtrong oppoſition ; We have fo 
ttudyed and imployed our Abiliues thereabouts, that our parti- 
cipation of the Knowledge of Chriſt hath gor from our hearts 
into our heads, that inſtead of ſweetning our Souls therewith, 
and refreſhing, enlivening and uniting, our Souls to every one 
in whom the Image of the Lord Jeſus doth appear, thereby 
upholding that admirable and ever bleſied ( ommmnnion of the 
Saints in the Hmity of the Sp:rit and the Bond of Peace, we have 
(as naturally contequent thereof ) to rent the ſeamleſs Coat of 
Chriſt; 10 broken and divided the Saints in pieces; ſo wounded 
and tortured the Conſciences of the Tender; to obſtruRed the 
Goſpels Propagation; ſo rejoyced th2 World, making the 
Wicked to triumph, erected! inch Trophies to the Devil's 
praiſe, that many have becn cven Factors tor Satan, Fewel- 
lers for Hell, labouring to b11119 in more matter for the Ever- 
lalting Burning, under pretence of beating down Babylon, Cc, 
Chriſt's Life hath been {tifled, and Sox crucified, Oh what a 
potent deadly Engine of the Devil have we 'managed, _ 
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2 ) 
fibly and by unobſerved _ promoted to many-headed 
Babel,by ſuch as would aſcend into Heaven alone,the language 
of whote Workmen the Lord is now confounding, reducing 
them into one Common Calamity in order to their Re-unity : 
The Lord give all his people a Sight, a Sorrow, a Repentance 
to Amendment, with Pardon for this thing, 

4. How have we took up our aboad in the Wilderneſs, ſay- 
ing in our hearts, {r's good for ws to be here ! Or,upon the diſtruſt 
of this Security, removed but to the Suburbs of Son, from 
whence we might either with eaſe, Retire at pleaſure to the 
old Reſidence,or enjoy them in Common together ; reſting in 
thoſe things, as the Exd, that by Inſtitution was appointed but 


| as a Mean thereto, How violent hath been our motion after 


Air and Emptineſs, whilſt the Eternal Pearl hath Ricod as a 
thing not worth the laying out our time, ſtrength and induſtry 
for the obtaining of > How comfortable hath the Intelligence 
of our likelihood of enjoying the Worlds Felicity been unto 
our Souls, whilſt thoſe Eternal Enrichments of the Kingdom 
of Glory have in their moſt powerful and lively D-lineations, 
made upon us tuch fzinc Imprethions, efteeming and rather 
chooſing to abide in theſe dirty houſes of Clay, enſlaved 
to the World, our Souls impriſoned from God, and in our 
earthly dark mind, Which is too much predominant; pore up 
and down with the poor blind World after Reſt and Felicity 
in thoſe uncertain things, that have it not in themſelves, Ra- 
ther than with Noble, Ei onlike Relolutious, contemn thoſe 
childith Gew- gaws ( that pleaſe bur the ſenfitive and moſt ig- 
noble part ) and raiſe up our Souls into the apprehenlion of, 
and purſuit after, and refileſs motion, till we are poſlefſed 
with thoſe heavenly Treaſures, thoſe durable Riches that give 
full, comfortable and perpetaal Satisfaction ; which, till the 
Soul light upon, and center in, as its End of Motion, Oh how 
ſad and lamentable ( by accident) how deceitful and damna- 
ble is every ſublunary thing that we give our minds to, that 

we might gain Reſt and Comfort from ! 
$. How little did we hearken after, or take delight in the 
Appearance of the Harbingers and fore-runners of our Lord's 
Preſence ? how little have we been affected with the approach 
ot 
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of the Year and Day of our Deliverance, with the Apprehen.. 
fions and fore-thoughts of our purchaſed Poſleſſion, and Erer 
nal Unity and Communion with Chriſt and all Saints in Lighr; 
yea, when the Lord hath by the mighty Power of tus Spirit. in 
the Mouthes of ſome of his Servants brough: theſe Things 
ſweetly to our Ears, with the. danger of Negligence, Key- 
coldneſs, Formality, and the love of chis pretent World, that 
ſo interpoleth, eclipleth and hindreth the Influences of theſe 
things from our Souls, that they can take neither Life, Strength 
nor Refreſhmenc therefrom : How formally, fleepily and for- 
oetfully have we given them Entertainment, as things we 
Were not pms in, or had noneed as yet to trouble our 
ſelves about ; yea, even in that very Inſticution by which 
Chriſt in what he hath done, is a doing and will ſpeedily do 
for his Saints, is exhibired and repreſented > How lictle haye 
we been refreſhed, ſtrengthened, and made watchful to hd 
Day of his Appearance, many rather eating and drinking Con- 
demnation to themſelves ? hiſt, obſtructing and ſhutting out 
its Operation from their Souls by their own Unpreparedneſs, 
and then go away and report that God was not there to be 
found, &c, 

6. How ſeldom have we come with hungry and thirſty Souls 
to, and afcer the Bread of Life, whereby we might have expe- 
rienced the Word of the Lord to-have been more reviving and 
delightful to our taſte than Heney and the  Honey-comb, or any 
temporal Food to the outward'man ; and more ſatisfaRtory, 
enriching and deſirable than God , yea, than nwcb fine Gold ? 
Oh how oftner rather have we fo hilled'and glutted our Ap- 
petites and Aﬀections with Fle/#{y Proviſrons, being rich, full 
and ſatisfied bzfore-hand with the World, that the Word of the 
Lord hath been but as an empty ſound, which we have only lent 
our Ears to, going away, poor, empty, miſerable, blind and 
naked, though we ſee and knew it not! 

7. How common hath it been with us to ſpend much of our 
time in diſcourſe of the World, our Imployments therein, and 
trading therewith, our Gains and Lofle thereby ; which, after 
News from Heaven, our Title thereto, and Intereſt therein, 


our thriving or lofing in and about thoſe Means of Grace that 
are 
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are Aſſitants thereabour, ( breathing forth our Experience 
of God's Love, in praifing the Lord for his admirable Love to 
us-ward, when we were in our Blood, in the eftate of Wrath, 
Death and Condemnation, ſhut out from the Preſence of God 
into Priſon, Captivity, &c. that then by the precious Blood 
of the Son of his Love, He ſhould not only ranſom and redeem 
us therefrom, but _—_ Power of his Word and Spirit, call 
us into the inſight thereof, and Everlaſting Reſt, Peace and 
Comfort thereby ; being brought into the Arms and Boſom of 
himſelf, and made Heirs of Eternal Glory; alſo, in magnify- 
ing his Mercy to us-ward, in reſtraining the Power of Karea- 
ſonable men, from exerciting their Cruelty upon us, who would 
have devoured us quick, whom yet the Lord would not ſuffer, 
but was a brazen Wall 1ound about us, that we might have gone 
freely about the work of our God without moleſtation ; to have 
enlighrned the eyes of the poor blind World, enlivened, watr- 
med and ſtrengthened the weak Saints, confirmed the Feeble, 
and rejoyced inand with the Strong ; in laying in all ſtrength 
together, with one heart and one ſhoulder, to bear up,increate 
and (trengthen the Kingdom of the Lord Jelus ; rejoycing with 
the Strong and Honourable, and weeping wich the Poor and 
Miſerable, &c. bearing with the Weak and Feeble ; and, as 
Members of one Body, joyned together, and compacted by 
thac which every Joynt ſupplyeth, according to the Effettual 
work;ng in the mealure of every part, making increaſe in the 
Body wnto the Edifying of it ſelf in Love, Oh! , ou negligent 
have we been in theie neceſlary heavenly Duties, bearing the 
name of Chmrches, Saints and Chriſtians, when to the Life of 
Chritt we have been almoſt ſtrangers ! 

8. How little have our hearts been rent, our ſouls grieved, 
and ve ſighed and cryed, pouring out our ſouls before the Lord 
for the Abominations commirted in theſe Nations, not being 
inferjonr, if not exceeding the Wickedneſs of Sodom, for, and 
on which God rained down from Heaven Fire and Brimſtoxe, 
and made an utter deſolaiioty thereof ! How 1s the- Name of 
our God every day b/aſphemed, his Laws and gracious Precepts 
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ſaid of the Times ſome late years paſt, That it 
Saints Reſt, was 4s much as a Mans Eſtate at leaſt was worth to 
pag. 251. hear, a Sermon abroad, when he had none, or worſe, 
Part 2. at home; to meet for Prayer, or any godly Exerciſe; 
and that it was a matter of Credit, and way to 
Preferment, to revile at, and be enemies to thoſe that are moſt 
Conſcienciow ; and every where ſafer to be a Drankard, or an A- 
dulterer, than a painful Chriſtian ; and that multitude of humane 
Ceremonies took, place, when the Worſhip of Chriſts Inſlitmtions was 
caſt ont ! : : 

So, by reaſon of the abuſe of the _ Indulgence, of about 
Thirty Perions, whom in that we had no compliance with, 
nor knowledge of, toyether with the over-violene activity of 
his Majeſties ſubordinate Minitters in executing of his Proc/a- 
mation againſt us ( though we believe they know in their own 
Conſcierices we are free from the ff, and conſequently not 
concerned in the /aſt) with their negligence, in not executing 
his Preclamation againit Debaxchery and Prophaneneſs ;, \uch in- 
to many places having free liberty to act Villany : Ir's come 
to that paſſe, that if a few ſincere Chriſtians meet together ix 
the ſear of God, to build up one another in their moſt holy Faith ; 
to exhort, comfort confirm and ſtrengthen each other in the Wayes 
of God, according to the Command of (hriſt, and the Example of 
the Primitive Saints ; to Which Work the Lord having promi- 
ſed, - and God's People —_ experiencing his Preſence ; 
We muſt be preſently apprehended, and carried to a Juſtice, and 
ſo to the Jay! ; yea, ſome of us threatned for reading the Scrip.. 
tures in our Famulies ; When if we would ſwear, game, be drunk, 
and lie at an Alchouſe, Twenty together day after day, or ſtand 
in a Market an hour or two together, to hear the _ of the 
Devil and Fattors of Hell, about and on the Marker-Crofs, 
with their godly Songs and Speeches, and idle, (hameful Deeds 
and Geftwres, to provoke to vamty, both Hearers, Speakers and 
Singers, ſhall have free Liberty ; when if in the ſame place, 
(as tome with grief of heart can witneſs ) one doth but ſay, 
by nt of this Folly, ard twrn to the Lord, His Day is at hand | 

e tall have company about him preſently to leg him forth of 
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Town, as not ſufferable therein ; Which had it been amongſt 
Pagans and groſs Heathens, we might have the leſs marvelled ; 
but toſee it amongſt thoſe, that profeſs in words to be Chri- 
flians : Oh! what Lamentations » bitter Cryes, Sighes and 
Tears, and heart-rendings doth this call for! what Humilia- 
tions, Watchings, Faſtings, Prayings, Speakings often one 
ro another, and to the Lord, to forgree, ro ſtrengthen, nphold 
and comfort his People in this day ; and to inform, counſel and 
dirett the King , with the Magiſtrates of tais Nation, in the 
performance of that which may bring down a Bleſſing there- 
with, and a Serr/ement of Peace with Trath thereby, and that 
they may ſee in what the Strength and Safety of a Nation ſtands 
in; In the performance of Erie, Juſtice and Equity ; 
breaking every heavy Yoak,, and letting the Oppreſſed go free ; 
in ſetting free the Goffel and the VVord of the Lord, the Profeſ- 
fron and Pr-feſſors thereof, ( that hath ſo long been confined 
within the marrow limits of ſome mens particular Apprehen- 
fions ) that it may run and = and prevail and proffer 
in its own ſgle Emrdence , and that the Lord would cauſe 
them to ſee the Hamon-like Defigns that ſome purpoſe againſt 
all the Sons of Sion, that refuſe to bow to the Pride of their 
Hearts ;, and that the /nnocency and Righteouſneſs of the Lords 
People may bz brought to light, in deffight of thoſe wickgd Ones, 
who ſeek to impeach and darken it ; that ſo their Corening 
ay not prove like that of Tudah's, In looking to their Armonr, 
and making up the Breaches, and fortifying f, the Walls, ftaym 
on Horſes, an ruſting 1n Chariots, becauſe they are many, _ 
in Horſemen, becauſe they are very ſtrong ; and then joy and be 
glad, ſlay Oxen, and kill Sheep, eat Fleſh and drink Wine, think- 
ing all ſecvre ; when they #hould rather call ro Mourning, to 
Weeping, (0 Baldneſs, and to girding with Sackcloath, it the 
Glory of the Lord and the ſaving ſtrength of himſelf, be nor 
the Foundation thereof, ſa. 22. 8.— 14. 31. 1. 

Oh ! how little have we been ſenſible of, affeRed with, and 
imployed about theſe things ? thovgh the Lord hath neither 
been a Wilderneſs nor a Land of Darkneſs to us, burplanting 
us a Noble Vine, a holy, a right Seed, walling us abour, ſuffer- 
ing no man to do us harm; yet have we degenerated into a 
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ftrange Plant ; our Silver become Droſs, our Wine mixt with 
Water, &c. Therefore the Day of Vi/i:aiton 1s come, it ts come, 
wwe ſhall know it: We have dealt rreacherouſly with the Lord, 
We have begotten ſtrange Children : now ſhall a Moth devour 
them with 0% Portions ; for,the Lord ts ariſen in the fury of bus 
Tealouſie, being provoked through the abuſe of his Mercy, to laſh 
us to himſelf, and corrett us for our out-gorngs from his Grace, 
and hath prepared his Farnace in Jernſalem, and his Refining Pot 
in Son; in Which rwo parts May be conſumed, and a third 
brought through the fire ; being thereby made meet for our 
Maſters praiſe, we may ſerve him with one content, 
Wherefore, dearly beloved Brethren, you who are Fellow-Ct- 
t1z.ens, and of the Houſkold of Ged, Members one of another, One 
Bzdy, of which Chriſt is the Head ; Children and Heirs, Heirs 
of God, yea Joym-beirs with ( hriſt : and all Strangers and Pil- 
grims here on Earth, having #9 continuing City, but are lookin 
after one that hath a foundation , whoſe maker and builder is God, 
Fc. Let's lay alide our dividing Principles, and formal, lazy, 
key-cold Profeſſion, and Wnchriſtian-like {mployments, and with 
one Coſent make exat and ſpeedy ſearch into thoſe things in 
which we have grieyouſly offended, and pout forth our ſouls be- 
fore the Lord, Repenting, and humbling our ſelves, and that 
With all ſpeed ; Peradventure we may prevail to a'd:verfion of 
God's intended Judgments againit us ; if nor, that then they 
may be of excellent uſe tous : for when we have once ſeen the 
want of that, which when we had, we ſav not the worh of, nor 
ha4 no hearts tonfe ; Ir will then be more precious in our 
eyes, more defirable and delightful to our 1ouis ; Should the 
Lord ſcatter us abioad into other Nations, to wander. up and 
down amongſt Mountains, D:ſarts, Deas, Caves, and Deſo- 
late places of the Earth, deſtitute, alflicted and tormented ; 
yea, from See to See, from North to Somh, running to and fro 
ro ſeek the Word of the Lord, and ſhall not find it ; Oh how 
precious would the Commu;:tont, the Compaziy, the Fellow up of 
thoſe be then, noiwithRanding circumitintial difference, with 
Whom now we bive been at Irreconciliable Variance ! how 
delightful that Preſence of the Lord that once we enjoyed in 
his Sanitary ! how aw and lively would the ſence of 
thoſe 
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thoſe former neglefted Mercies come freſh and bleeding inour 
memories ! how ſatifattory would the Word of the Lord be to 
our hungry,{tarved,empty Souls then ! how v1ifning and com- 
fortable to our Hearts, though now being full, we. oath the Ho- 
ney and the Honey-comb !: how little ſhould we value a weeks 
time then, in the performance of that, which a dayes time now 
hath weariedus in ! how ear would our Hearts be brought to 
God, our AﬀeCtions to Heaven, and from the World ! how mun-in- 
terrupted the courſe of our Faith, and dead and crucified to the 
Pleaſures of this Life ! how deſirous to be diſſabved, how pained 
to be delivered ! how watchful for our Redemprion, and Day of 
our Lord's Appearance ! how attentrve tO Our main work,, prepa- 
ring our wedding Garment ! how quick, in our motion, and ſteady 
in our expettation, looking right on, moving regular in our 
Journey, turning neither to the r:ght hand, nor to the /eft ! &e. 
Should we then be, when the Lord with a Witneſs hath diſco- 
vered, and uncovered our Covering, which He 1s now about, 
and hunted us out of our Reſts, that were polluted, and would 
have deſtroyed us with a ſore deſtruetion,and ſcorched us with 
the fire of our own kindling, and made thoſe {parks we att« 
compaſled our ſelves about with, and walk'd.in the. light of, 
like thoſe Oaks we have defired, of which we are now aſha- 
med, going away from them, , the Lord having reje&ed that 
Conkdence which we put in them, 

How admirably lovely and defirable will Chriſt, his Truth 
and Kingdom be, when it [tands in competition with Goods, 
Liberty, Wife, Children,and it may be our own Life alſo, when 
we ſnall be brought to that parting-point, to receive Him 

angly, or rezect Him wholly, Then will be the time to ſee the 
worth of that, Which whillt other things Rood betwixr, we 
ſaw not the full glory of ! Oh then let's not fear, nor be dif- 
mayed at that which, if rightly uſed, we ſhall be ſuch gainers 
by, but rejoyce, and leap for Joy, in that Day when men ſhall 
hate us, impriſon us, ſeparate us from their Company, and (peak 
all manner of evil of us falſly,and take away our Goods,our Houſes 
and Laxds, and Liberties from us, &c, For if we ſtoop under 
the Croſs, and deny our ſelves, and forfake Houſes, Brethren, 
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the Name ſake of {briſÞ, we as receive un hundred fold, and 
ſhall inherit wp Life, Matth. 19. 29, Only let's be 
careful to {ffe as Chriſtians, not as Thieves, Murderers, baſie 
bodies in others matters, ſelf-reveugers, &c. for which we ſhall 
have 2 double puniſhment ; but 1f as Chriyfrans, let's not be 
aſhamed, but glorifie God on this behalf, and commu the keeping 
of our ſouls in wel-doing 44 to a faithful Creator ; Conſidering 
Him that could have called for che Hoſt of Heaven to have 
reſcued Him,and averged Him of his Enemies ; yet endared rhe 
Croſs, deffiſed the ſhame, and the Comtradittion of Sinners againſt 
Himſelf, and # ſet down at the right-hand of God, expecting till 
hu Enemies be made his Footſtool : And let us not envy the Pro- 
ſperity of them that know not God, that /awgh whilit we weep, 


and ſing whilſt we wowrn ; for they have received their Conio-* * 


lation, and are in the flower of their Kingdom ; but gurs.is in 
Reverfion, which when we come to the poſlethon of, out Sor- 
row ſhall be turned into Joy, our Tears to Praiſe, our Poverty 
to Plenty, and we ſhall come to Son with Songs, and Everlaſt- 
mg Joy upon onr heitds ; Sorrow and fighting ſhail flee away, when 
we ſhall be made an Eternal Extellenty, the Toy of many Gentra- 
trons : For, behold; rhe Lord will rake out of our hand the Cup of 
Trembling, eventhe Dregs of the Cup of Fury we ſhall no more 
drink, but it ſhall be put into the hand of them that affiift #s, that 
have ſaid to our ſouls, Bow down, that we may go over; And we 
have laid our body as the ground, and as the ſtreet 10 them that 
went over ; when he hath age away our Droſs, and performed his 
whole work_ wpon us, He will extend Peace to us like a River, and 
Tudgment ſhall dwell in the VVilderneſs, and Righteouſneſs remain 
in the frunful Field ; and the work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peate, 
and the effett of Righteouſneſs Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever : 
Which when we ice, our hearts ſhall rejoyce, and our bones 
flouriſh, and we ſhall diſcern the difference betwixt them that 
ſerve.God, and them that ſerve Him not ; though now the Proyd 
are called Happy, &c. The hand of the Lord will be known to- 
ward his Servants, and his Indignation toward his Enemies, 
when he '(hall render bis Anger with Fury, and his Rebukes with 
flames of fire. For, behold, the P cometh that ſhall burn as an 
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Stubble, and the day that OS." all burn them up, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts, that it ſhall leave them neither root nor branch ; 
Fu." in flaming Fire will He take Vengeance on all that know not 
God, ad obey not the Gospel 0 Teſts Chriſt : For, behold, He co- 
meth with en Thouſand of his Saints, to execute Fudgment upon 
all ;yand to convince all that are ungodly amongit them, of all their 
wngod'y deeds, they have ungodlily committed, and of all their hard 
ſpeeches which ungodly ſinners have fpokgn againſt him. 
Wherefore let us enter-into our Chamber, and ſhut to the 
doors, till che Indignation of the Lord be over-paſt, and bear 
it With patience, for we have finned ; and gird up the loyns of 
our mind and be ſober, and hope to the end ; and take up the 
Croſs and walk on with patience, /ift:ng #p our hands that hang 
down, and making ſtrait paths for our free : left that which is 
lam: be turned out of the way, and run with patience the Race ſet 
before us, not being mindful of that Country from whence we 
came out,though we may have opportunity to return,| Remens- 
ber Lots Wife | but defue a better, that is, an heavenly; And 
God will not be aſhamed to be called our God, for he hath 
provided for us a City : and let us not draw back, leſt the Lord 
take no plenſure in us : for, he that ſeeks to ſave his life, ſhall 
loſe it, whilir he that ſeeks to loſe it ſhall find, FLet's not then 
cat away our Conhdence, that hath great Recompence of Re- 
ward ; for we have need of Patience, that after we have done 
the Will of God, we may receive the Promiſe : For yet a little 
while, and he that ſha roms; will come, and will not tarry : whoſe 
Reward ts with him, and his Work, before him, to give to every 
ong 4s his deeds ſhall be, In the ExpeRation of which, and 
waiting therefore, I am, and remain 


Your Brother in the Faith, Patience, and 


3d day of the 3d Tribulation of the Gofpel, 
Month, 1661, 
John Onley, 


